Hargens helps Stars split with Red Top
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The defending lowa Valley League champion Stars were in need of a spark in the nightcap of
Sunday's doubleheader with Red Top.

After being blitzed 13-6 in the opener at Mount Mercy's Robert W. Plaster Athletic Complex, the
Stars turned to a pitcher who felt right at home at the brand new facility.

Blake Hargens, who just completed his junior season at Mount Mercy, took the mound for the
Stars in Game 2. He pitched a complete-game three-hitter as the Stars salvaged a split with a
7-2 victory.

"We always like to at least split, especially if we lose the first one," Hargens said. "We just
needed to pick things up around here in the second game."

Players on both teams had some trouble adjusting to not only the all-artificial turf playing
surface, but a brutal sun that made it almost impossible for the right fielders on both teams to
track fly balls in the second game.

"It felt really good throwing on a mound that | know," said Hargens, a Kennedy grad who was
3-and-4 this past spring for the Mustangs. "We had troubles (at Mount Mercy) adjusting to the
sun and playing on the turf to start the season. It is something that guys in this league will have
to get used to."
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